Landmine Action: sample letter to MPs

Sample letter to MPs
[Insert date]

Dear [Insert name of MP]

As a member of your constituency, I am writing to express my concerns about the UK’s current policies on cluster munitions.

Of particular concern is the discrepancy between the UK government’s stated commitment to a ban “on cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians” and its decision to retain the Israeli manufactured M85 for use, despite substantial evidence from Landmine Action and other organisations that these weapons pose a considerable threat to civilians.

Cluster munitions, including those with self-destruct mechanisms such as the M85, have killed and injured civilians repeatedly and consistently over the last 40 years. As well as causing civilian casualties at the time of attacks, these weapons also produce a landmine-like contamination that continues to kill and injure for decades afterwards.

The UK government’s decision to participate in the Oslo Process working towards a ban on cluster bombs by the end of 2008, and the subsequent announcement of a ban on its BL755 and M26 submunitions should be commended. However the UK’s current policies undermine the sincerity of its commitment to the protection of civilians and its support for the strongest possible treaty banning cluster munitions.

Current UK policy places faith in solutions that have been demonstrated not to work.  The UK’s retention of its M85 cluster munitions is incompatible with claims of commitment either to humanitarian protection or evidence-based policy making.  These weapons should be withdrawn from service immediately.

If the UK government takes the final steps to a policy that will genuinely protect civilians it will establish also a basis for leadership on this issue internationally.

I therefore urge you to:  

· Sign Early Day Motion 1663 ‘M85 cluster submunitions’ dated 11 June 2007 and 1501 ‘Cluster munitions’ dated 17 May 2007

· Write to the Foreign Secretary, David Miliband calling for him to:

· explain how he can reconcile the government’s decision to retain the M85 with it’s stated concern for the protection of civilians given evidence of this weapon’s poor performance in combat conditions;
· support the immediate withdrawal from service of the M85 submunition;
· ensure the UK takes a leading role within the Oslo Process to achieve a treaty banning cluster munitions that offers the highest level of civilian protection.
Yours sincerely

[Insert name and contact details]
