Dear Foreign Secretary, 

I am writing to you to express my concern regarding the UK and its obligations, under Article V of the Mine Ban Treaty, to ensure full clearance of the Falkland Islands. As you know, on signing the MBT, the United Kingdom committed itself to clearance within 10 years. That time has passed, with little in the way of action. We are aware that the UK has conducted a feasibility study into clearance of the Falklands, however no clearance has been started; this means that, in the absence of other action, the UK will stand in breach of its obligations under the treaty. 

I understand that the UK has recently submitted a request for a 10 year extension to its original deadline. I also understand, however, that this request includes no detailed commitments regarding time or resources.

I urge you to redraft the UK’s extension request in order that it commits the UK to concrete action. The UK is at risk of undermining the leadership role that it has played in the Oslo Process, establishing concerns regarding its commitment to the full implementation of its obligations under this treaty too. 

The UK has played a leading role in a variety of humanitarian and arms control moves towards binding international agreement over the years. It would be a tragedy for their credibility in this area to be called into question over this situation. The UK is a well-resourced, technically capable and legally committed state. Neglecting its responsibilities under international law will set a dangerous precedent and will serve to make legitimate, especially for states with limited resources, this lack of regard for their obligations.

